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Reaching for Success: How 
Thoughtful Planning of Integrated 

Lessons Help All Students Achieve 
Success 

Part 1

1
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This or 
that?

Type your response in the chat!

Coffee or Tea?
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This or 
that?

Type your response in the chat!

Pool or Beach?
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This or 
that?

Type your response in the chat!

Winter or Summer?
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This or 
that?

Type your response in the chat!

Classic or 
Contemporary?
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This or 
that?

Type your response in the chat!

Collaboration or 
Independent?
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What is the Goal?

• Explore the process for 
developing interdisciplinary units 
designed for all students. 

• Begin working through the 
process of dissecting standards 
and identifying those that will 
lead to authentic connections. 
• In part 2 of this session, we will 

come together to use these 
standards to build an 
interdisciplinary unit.  
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Why Content Integration?

Save time by covering multiple contents 
and cover concepts thoroughly. Have more time to meet student needs.
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Why Content Integration?

• Robust engagement with the 
material.
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Why Content Integration?

• Students finish lessons with 
deeper understanding.
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Teaming Up  

• Teachers 
• Teachers of various content areas

• Teacher teams 

• Special education teachers

• Buy in 
• Discuss why

• Discuss goals 

• Plan together 

• Start small

• Give each other feedback 

• Actively listen to one another 
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What Do You Notice?



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 

Where Did We Start?

• We started with Science and 
Social Studies.

• Then we identified standards 
that were a good fit to the 
science and social studies 
standards. 
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What is Used to Explain Real-Life 
Phenomenon? 

Moving beyond Data and Statistics:

• Consider the (quantifiable) 
problems in history or current 
events. The contextual, 
mathematical situations come 
through the story being told by the 
events.

• Consider ways to model the 
phenomenon discussed in science 
(Mathematical Modeling).

MATHEMATICS IS 
THE LanguagE… 
[of] the Universe.

~Galileo Galilei
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What makes a good fit? 

• Is it authentic?

• Are standards from each 
content addressed 
appropriately?

• Is the connection natural or 
forced?

• Is the outcome worth the time 
and effort required?
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Natural or Forced?
Social Studies: SS4G2

• Describe how physical systems affect human 
systems. Explain how each force (American and 
British) attempted to use the physical geography 
of each battle site (Lexington and Concord, 
Saratoga, and Yorktown) to its benefit.

Math: MGSE4.MD.3

• Apply the area and perimeter formulas for 
rectangles in real world and mathematical 
problems. For example, find the width of a 
rectangular room given the area of the flooring 
and the length, by viewing the area formula as a 
multiplication equation with an unknown factor.

Science: S4E3

• Obtain, evaluate, and communicate information 
to demonstrate the water cycle. Plan and carry 
out investigations to observe the flow of energy in 
water as it changes states from solid (ice) to liquid 
(water) to gas (water vapor) and changes from gas 
to liquid to solid.

English Language Arts: ELAGSE4RL2

• Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem 
from details in the text; summarize the text

Standards
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How Can I Identify Standards That 
Work Well Together?

• Break the standards down.
• What is the standard asking 

students to do?

• What are the big ideas?

• What are the key concepts?

• What would mastery look like 
for this standard?

• What connections could you see 
between the content?
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What Did We Learn?

• Comparing standards across 
content areas requires 
intentional planning and 
dedicated time for collaboration.

• There’s more than one way to 
start…we decided to change it up 
as we design more integrated 
lessons and activites.
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Steps to Create Your Own

• Determine the standards that 
correspond to the grade/course 
you teach. 

• Find a thought partner. 

• Compare your standards with the 
standards of the other content 
areas.

• Identify standards that might be 
able to easily lead to other 
content areas.
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Steps to Create Your Own

• Do NOT force the standards 
and activities together.

• Only choose standards that fit 
together easily.
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Steps to Create Your Own

• As part of looking over the 
standards pay attention to verbs.
• What are the students being asked to 

do?
• Then use the verbs to help with 

alignment of standards across content 
areas.

• Science and Engineering Practices 

• Pervasive Lesson Practices for ELA 

• Connecting Themes and Enduring 
Understandings 

• Mathematical Practices

https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/62dec2a4-7f80-4c31-b6c8-2033dcb748a1/1/Guide-for-Effective-Science-Instruction-for-All-Students.pdf
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/Pervasive%20Lesson%20Practices%20in%20ELA.pdf
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/4395ec5f-7286-4631-82c5-bfe69b644e3e/1/Social-Studies-GSE-Connecting-Themes.pdf
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Documents/Mathematics/SMP-Observation-Tool.pdf
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Now It’s Your Turn...

https://bit.ly/3wL8Pln

• Look at the standards on the 
Jam board.
• What connections do you 

notice?

• Do these standards fit together 
naturally?

• Use sticky notes to record your 
observations.

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1jFTFdiKR_AaDiLZGKg2-xLRAA6s0B8IkfVR3f3M0YTg/viewer
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Exploring Connections
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Example Templates 
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Planning Graphic Organizer Option 1



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 

Example Templates 
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Planning Graphic Organizer Option 2 
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Timeline
Sope Creek Elementary

STEM Certified December 2019
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Work Session 

• We are going to use breakout 
rooms. 

• Work with your group to do 2 
things. 

1. Identify standards from at least 3 
different content areas that 
would fit well together. 

2. Decide on a theme that ties all 
the standards together. 

• Be prepared to share out. 
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Reflection 

• What did your group discuss? 

• Did your group settle on some 
standards that would work 
well together?

• What led your group to choose 
these standards?

• What worked well for your 
group?

• What was hard for your 
group?
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Culture of Collaboration for Students

• Model by showing 
teachers working together 

• Get students to work 
together

• Provide feedback on 
collaboration  

• Things to encourage:
• Share ideas
• Build on ideas of others
• Focus on shared goals
• Reflect on the work
• Reflect on how 

collaboration is going 
• Feedback 
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Integrated 
Instructional 
Supports for All 
Students

Link: Integrated 
Instructional Supports 

for All Students 

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Integrated-Instructional-Support-for-All-Students.aspx
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Link: 
Supporting Students with 

Distance Learning 
Document 

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/L4/Literacy%20for%20Learning%20Living%20and%20Leading%20in%20GA%20Gra/Supporting%20Students%20with%20Disabilities%20with%20Remote%20Learning%20Revisions%20Sep%202020.pdf
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Students with Distance 
Learning Documents

Link: 
Supporting Students with 

Distance Learning 
Document 

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/L4/Literacy%20for%20Learning%20Living%20and%20Leading%20in%20GA%20Gra/Supporting%20Students%20with%20Disabilities%20with%20Remote%20Learning%20Revisions%20Sep%202020.pdf
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Equity Planning 
Look Fors

Link: Equity Planning 
Look fors Document

https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/f0b51bbc-04d8-44c7-aa0f-c1c90019d600/1/Look%20Fors%20Student%20Supports%282%29.pdf
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Supporting Students 

Literacy videos

Table Tents 

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Science.aspx
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/b47d2ec0-000e-4298-81e8-07a195a20688/1/Table%20Tents%20for%20Writing%20Frames%20and%20Signal%20Words.pdf
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Supporting Students 

• Example available K-12 

• Based on the GSE Science 
Standards 

• Self-evaluation and reflection 
tool 

https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/e8da3c18-dafa-43e7-a245-08d5f211cec2/1/Science%20Self-Evaluation%20Checklist.pdf
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Supporting Students
Think prompts…

• Will students remember their 
task?

• Give students a visual reminder of 
the expectation.

• Are you setting students up to be 
successful?
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Supporting Students

Be Intentional…

• What do students need to 
remember?

• What will be tricky or 
confusing?

• When/How can you fit 
review and repetition into 
your day?

• How are students showing 
their knowledge? Journals Content Boards
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Supporting Students

Be Intentional…

• We do, You do, I do

• Model thinking aloud “I think…”

• Allow students time to rehearse their 
thoughts before sharing/writing

• Give students time to listen to their 
peers’ ideas

• Use prompts as needed orally and 
through text or pictures Modeling Think Alouds

Sharing with Peers
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Support Each Other 

• Create a culture of 
collaboration for teachers

• Create and focus on your 
shared goals 

• Leverage each others' 
strengths

• Keep the dialog open 

• Listen to each other  

• Give and receive feedback 
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Closing Activity 
A. B.  

C. D.
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Contact Information

Link to Survey: bit.ly/2G41KHi

mailto:Franeka.Colley@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:Renee.Shirley-Stevens@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:JSexton@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:Jzoumberis@doe.k12.ga.us


Preparing students

for life.

www.gadoe.org

@georgiadeptofed

youtube.com/c/GeorgiaDepartmentofEducation

Ending Slide 


