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Meet the lllustrator: Michael Austin

We recently filmed illustrator Michael Austin ( Martina the Beautiful
Cockroach, Railroad John and the Red Rock Run, Late for School, and
many others) at his lovely home in Duluth for our next episode of
Georgia Read More . Railroad John was read by Fred Newman, and
Wwe interviewed the author Tony Crunk for this latest edition to our
literacy project.

Georgia Public Broadcasting

Join the TIE Network 7
GPB Needs YOU!
(see page 12 and 13 for
systems who still need a
member...or two or

network
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From ParaPro to Media Specialist:
True Stories from the Library Media Centers of Georgia

I love my jobi it is simply the best. | have been at Whitewater High School since it started,
five years ago. When our school opened it was staffed almost entirely with faculty and staff

that volunteered to work in the newest high school in Fayette County. One of the first things we
learned about our school was that it was determined to be the best from the start. Our principal,
Mr. Greg Stillions, has an annual faculty retreat to help us bond together and work outside our
departments. We have climbed trees, gone on scavenger hunts, and whitewater rafted together.
No one is left out. This is a great opportunity for the Media Specialist to mix with the total
faculty. (See photo yellow shirt is me!)

Whitewater started with just"dggrade and added a grade a yieaue are now the largest school
in the county with over 1700 students. Mr. Stillions has done great things with our school. He
has embraced and supported the newest technologies. Representative of this forward thinking is
the daily use of Interwrite pads with wireless connectivity in our classrooms, allowing for
instant access to video, computer files and the Internet. When working with our classes, it is
wonderful to be blend the high tech aspects used in education with traditional print and Internet
research. As a Media Specialist we must always be looking for opportunities to integrate new
technologies to improve ourselves, our faculty ,and our students.

| started as the Media Parapro, and one Masters and one Ed.S. later | work alongside Mr. Kelly
Baker, the original Media Specialist. | remember when | left my airline job to raise a family, |
volunteered in the school media center. | was soon working as a media parapro and then made
the decision to make media my career. | cou

Gail L Harrell

harrell.gail@fcboe.org

Media Specialist

Whitewater High School

Have a story to share? Send it to Judy Serritella at jserrite@doe.k12.ga.us



mailto:harrell.gail@fcboe.org

Page 3 Media Matters

Thanks t®oug JohnsonandLinworth Publishingf or per mi ssi o t o epr
article ONo Principal Left Behindo6|| from|]his

Doug has 10 tips for the school Library Media Specialist to help inform and eflucate your
school administrator about good school libraries and the positive impact they|can have o

students. You will find one tip each month in this newsletter.

=}

Tip #5.

Try to speak on behalf of a group,
not just for yourself.

Principals really listen to the comments of parents and community
members. (Ever notice how it only takes three concerned citizens at a
school board meeting to change a policy?) If you can submit the library
goals and objectives, the budget, or program initiatives on behalf of an
advisory group that includes parents and community members, you are
more likely to be taken seriously.

See <ttp://www.doug -johnson.com/dougwri/advisory -advice.html> for
some ideas about library advisory groups.

There are only two ways to live your life.

One is as thought nothing is a miracle. Th 1754 Twin Towers East
th R th h hi : R | 205 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive
other is as though everything is a miracle. Atlanta, Georgia 30334

. . Phone: 40457-9800
Albert Einstei Fax: 4046565744

E-mail: jserrite@doe.k12.ga.us
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