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2008 Caldecott Winner

The Invention of Hugo Cabret
by Brian Selznick (Scholastic)

From an opening shot of the full moon setting over an
awakening Paris in 1931, this tale casts a new light on the
picture book form. Hugo is a young orphan secretly living in
the walls of a train station where he labors to complete a
mysterious invention left by his father. In a work of more
than 500 pages, the suspenseful text and wordless double-
page spreads narrate the tale in turns. Neither words nor pictures alone tell this
story, which is filled with cinematic intrigue. Black & white pencil illustrations
evoke the flickering images of the silent films to which the book pays homage.

From the ALA webpage: http://www.ala.org
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Inside this issue:

Good Masters! Sweet Ladies!
by Laura Amy Schlitz, illustrated by
Candlewick.

The 2008 Newbery Medal winner is
Voices from a Medieval Village
Robert Byrd, and published by

I n Gdod Masters! Sweet Ladies! Voices from a
Medieval Village , 0 t hi rcergueyrcngland
springs to life using 21 dramatic individual
narratives that introduce young inhabitants of
village and manor; from Hugo, the lord's nephew,
to Nelly, the sniggler. Schlitz's elegant monologues
and dialogues draw back the curtain on the period,
revealing character and relationships, hinting at
stories untold. Explanatory interludes add
information and round out this historical and
theatrical presentation.

books

-t o
Chair
and styles offer humor, pathos and true insight into the human condition.
Each entry is superb in itself, and together the pieces create a pageant

ASchlitz adds a new di mensi on
performance, 0 said Committee

that transports readers to a different

From the ALA webpage: http://www.ala.org
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Exemplary and Exceptional Library Media Prﬂlgrams
N

The nominations for Exemplary Library Medi
Programs closed on February 1 and all
nominees will be notified by email.
Applications are due March 3rd and the
recipients will be honored at the June State
Board meeting.

You can find more information about this program at:

http://www.glc.k12.ga.us/pandp/media/exemplary.htm

Book Recommendation from a Media Specialist

| think this is a title all Georgia high schools and probably all middle
schools should have. It is a small local publication, so we won't see it in
the normal channels.

Written by J. Tom Morgan, former D.A. for DeKalb Counynorance

is No Defensés written specifically for Georgia teenagers about the laws
they need to understand to avoid breaking the law or becoming a victim.
The information itself is so important, and the book is readable and
engaging. More information is available at

http://www.ignoranceisnodefense.com/

Kathryn Enniss

Librarian

Shamrock Middle School http://www.dekalb.k12.ga.us/~shamrock
Decatur, GA 30033

kathryn_|_enniss@fc.dekalb.k12.ga.us

Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools
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Who wi | | be Georgi%§ next
Library Media Specialist of the Year? &» .

collaborate regularly with your teachers and come up with great programs?

Does your library program help boost student achievement at your school? Have you
connected with your school's community and involve parents & families with your

media center?*Go ahead and toot your own horn*, ladies and gentlemen! Visit the
Georgia Library Media Association web page and download the 2008 application for
LMSOTY. Then check with your system's coordinator or your District Chairperson to
check on local deadlines that may already be in place. BTW: If you KNOW a great
media specialist, why don't you encourage him or her to apply? Sometimes a little nudge
is all it takes for someone to step up for the recognition they deserve. Let us shine the
spotlight on the stars of our profession!

Here's the 411:
The oldest portable

1) Each school system will have to select a date for their application deadline in order to steam engine in the
get their system winner's application to the GLMA office by April 1, 2008. There should
be a committee in place at the system level to select a Library Media Specialist of the

United States is on

Year and then appropriately recognize the winner. Check with your System Coordinator d'_Sp'aY attne
or veteran colleagues if you are unsure of your system's process and deadlines. Historic

o _ _ Railroad Shops in
2) The system applications must be at the GLMA office by April 1, 2008 so that they SoiaiE,

can be forwarded to the District chairpersons for the selection of the District LMSOTY.

3) The District LMSOTY committee must have their final selection made and to the
GLMA LMSOTY Chairperson for selection of the State winner at the Summer
Conference. The GLMA Chairperson will head a committee of GLMA and GAIT
representatives for this final judging.

4) You MUST be a current member of GLMA or GAIT to be considered for this honor.
Applicants without membership in one or both organizations will not be considered.

Don't go through life being an unsung hero! Share your successes! If you think you've
got what it takes (and you probably do), visit the GLMA Website( http://www.glma
inc.org/specialists.htm) today, download your application, and get started! You may just
have the best program in the State!

Susan Grigsby, Teache&ibrarian
Elkins Pointe Middle School
Alpharetta, Georgia
susan.grigsby@gmail.com

Georgia Department of Education
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||Chi|dren63 Lite"ature Conference

= | Registration for the 39th Annual Children's Literature Conference
held in Athens GA, on February-28arch 1, 2008 at the Georgia Ce
for Continuing Education, is now available.

This year's conference features Brian Pinkney, Caldecott Honor
Medalist forThe Faithful Friend1996) andDuke Ellington(1999).;
Cynthla Kadohata, winner of the 2005 Newbery MedaKioa-Kira; lan Ogilvy,
winner of the 2007 Children's Book Award fdeasle and the Wrathmonlbavid
Wiesner, 3time Caldecott Award winner fafruesday(1992),The Three Pigs
(2002), andFlotsam(2007).; and Mo Willems, winner of the 2007 Children's
Picture Storybook Award fdbon't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus! 2004
Caldecott Medal Honor Book.

Four ways to register:

Online at: http://www.georgiacenter.uga.edu/conferences/2008/Feb/29/
child_lit.phtm|

By Mail: 39th Annual Conference on Children's Literat##&2875

Georgia Center for Continuing Education Conference Center and Hotel,

The University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia, 30&&03

By Phone 706542-2134 or 8068841381

By Fax: 706:542-6596 or 806884-1419

You can also register through accessing the GCBA website at:

http://www.coe.uga.edu/gcbha/

Please come and please bring a friend.

)

Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools
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We wish a speedy recovery to Dr. Joel Taxel at UGA

About a month ago Dr. Taxel was hit

Media Matters

leg was shattered below the knee and his left arm was severely dislocated. This hias

indeed been a nightmarish experience for Joel, but he and all of his friends are we
aware that he is incredibly lucky to be alive.

Joel said, AThe police say that 90%

based on skid marks) are dead before they hit the ground. Miraculously, my dog 3
survived. So | am focusing on the miracle of being alive, being surrounded by my
and friends, and the incredible kind

He has a long road to recovery but is getting stronger each day. Joel is also dete
to get back to where he was before the accident and simply marvel at being alive.

Pl ease keep Dr. Taxel in your though
Conference.

by a car
||
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Who is Alice
Coachman?

Books had instant replay long before televised spolts.

Bern Williams

Georgia Department of Education
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To blog or not to blog
Kris Woods

I would like to introduce to you the Georgia Library Media Association blog at
http://gima.wordpress.com

The blog is a communication tool for Georgia's school library media specialists. My goal i§ to
make it a comprehensive place to receive the latest the library world has to offer. Explore(the
blog for resources for the library media professional, news and events of the association, gnd
posts by guest bloggers throughout the month.

There is a link to the blog in the left column on the main GLMA homepage: http:/igtag

technology integration, Web 2.0, reading, information literacy, best practices, GLMA distrigt
news, Peach Award, university perspectives, public library collaboration, and more. You afle
welcome to leave comments and watch the conversation grow.

Our guest bloggers will start conversations concerning state issues, standards, library resHarch,

If you have a school library media blog you would like to share with the GLMA community
please send me the URL of your blog. | will add the link to the blogroll.

You may wish to add the GLMA blog to your RSS reader for continual updates.

If you would be interested in acting as a contributing guest blogger, please email me at
kristine.woods@cherokee.k12.ga.us or
mediainthemiddle@gmail.com.

| will be transitioning the GLMA communications chair position with Cawood Cornelius ovef the
next couple of months. | am looking forward to hearing from the media specialists of Geoil[;ia.

Kristine Woods
Media Specialist
M.A. Teasley Middle School

http://webtech.cherokee.k12.ga.us/teaste/mediacenter/
http://middlemedia.wordpress.com <http://middlemedia.wordpress.com/

http://mymedia21.wordpress.com <http://mymedia21.wordpress.com/

There is a wonder in reading Braille
that the sighted will never know: t
touch words and have them touc
you back.

Jim Fiebi

Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools
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Ready in a Flash!

Busy students @&ope High Schooin Marietta have

found a creative solution to the dilemma of transferri
large files, photos and online projects from school to
homei flash drives checked out from the Library Meq
Center. Thirtyfour flash drives are available for check
out, and are they ever a popular item!

AYou know when projects =amog papers af ¢ due, by
busy circulation of the drives, o0 says Anne Hud:s
fall semester, they were in huge demand, and so many students, who otherwise would have not

been able to-enail their large files home (due to network restrictions), were relieved to be able to

put it on a handy flash drive and take it with

surprising high number still dondét. The |1 ook of

source of humor, and satisfaction for the staff
[

whenever we need them., o0 said Mat't Buckl n, ser

Reasonable prices of the drives, which range in size from 512 MB to 2 GB has made them very
affordable. Pope recently purchased 20 1GB drives recently for $8.99 ®aetaff cataloged

them, printed bar codes, reduced the size on their copier, and then securely taped them to the drives,
making it easy to scan for check out. The drives are checked out for 3 days, and can be renewed as
needed, as long as there is a supply available. For less than a price of a book, flash drives can help
library media specialists meet the technology needs of students and be a hero in the process. Try it
out!

Connie Kone

Pope High School

Are you a member of
GLMA, GAIT, or GLA?
Check out these
professional
organizations and make a
decision to join one or
all of them.

Georgia Department of Education
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Black History Month!

Encycloptdia Britannicag has a wond
resources to help celebrate Black History Month.
Check it out on GALILEO or at http://
www.britannica.com/blackhistory.

Other February Celebrations
FEBRUARY |
]
American Heart Month |
Bake for Family Fun
*Library Lovers' Month
National Bird Feeding Month
National Children's Dental Health Month
Thanks Susan Grigsby! For Susands full anpg off
the GaMedia List Service

Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools
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Morrow Elementary Wins Two Grants in 2008

A terrific start to the New Year is being had at Morrow Elementary in Clayton
County. The school received news in January that they will be recipients of

two very special grants! The first grant is being awarded by Target, LLC and is
entitled the ATarget Field Trip Grant
to $1,000 to a very lucky 1,600 recipients from across the United States. Ms.
Giselle Escobar, the Media Specialist and assigned Grant Writer for the

school, pursued this grant for third graders so that they might get the chance to
take a field trip to the Georgia Aquarium. Ms. Escobar chose third graders for
this grant because the new Georgia Performance Standards for science, the
SL31 standard, addresses science concepts that can be experienced at a venue
such as the aquarium. The third grade teachers and Ms. Escobar have been
collaborating on the trip since the grant was written.

Media Specialists not only manage the media center, teach collaboratively, encourage reading, and
manage school technology, but they wear many other hats as well. Media Specialists make great
contributions to the academic achievement of students and are creative in finding ways to support their
particular school 6s missi on.

Additionally, a second grant has been awarded to Morrow Elementary from their partner in education,
WaFMart. The gr ant-Marst eiammu reidt ¥ he riwwade Gr ant 0 &
necessities for our students such as coats, school supplies. This grant was collaboratively written by the
school counselor, Ms. Patricia Williams, and the ISS administrator, Mr. Tony Keel. A portion of the

money will be used to provide incentives and rewards for staff who continuously provide the highest

level of instruction.

Giselle Escobar

Morrow Elementary

Clayton County

Georgia Department of Education
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School Library Cuts Threaten 21st Century Learning

Parents and librarians in the state of Washington are mobilizing to ensure that child
learn how to find and use the information they né&tese parents realize that school

library programs are a key element in the education of all 21st Century students, stz
in preschool,” said Sara Kelly Johns, president of the American Association of Schg
Librarians (AASL), a division of the American Library Association (ALA). "And they

know that the expertise of library media specialists is a vital asset at a time when th
global workforce requires workers who know how to find, analyze and use informati

In the Spokane (Wash.) School District, where budget cuts reduced 10 school libran
media specialist positions to part time, supporters of school library programs are fig
to save their school libraries and to have library services included in the state's defi
of a basic education. Elsewhere in the state, the Federal Way School District slashe
library positions in 2006.

"We're really, really scared libraries will fall through the cracks," said Susan McBurn
and Lisa Layera Brunkan, of the Washington Coalition for School Libraries and
Information Technology (WCSLit).

Parents and library leaders nationwide are disturbed by a trend that is beginning to
its toll on the education of the nation's children. Even as reading scores among teer
and other key scores remain flat, they say, more and more school library programs
danger of being eliminated as a result of budget cuts and staff reductions.

Media Matters
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In California, spending on school libraries has plummeted from $29.16 per student to 41

cents in eight years. In Massachusetts, the town of Cotmone of Thoreau, Alcott and
Emersonstruggled this year against budget cuts in the school library program; and if
Norton, libraries at four out of five public schools were closed in 2006, and three liby
assistant positions were eliminated.

AASL President Johns said that finding information today is "a whole different ballga
-one that requires knowing how to use both print and online resources. School libra
media specialists provide a bridge linking classroom instruction and itsefteol
reinforcement. They help students learn how to gather information and develop ess
skills that help them prepare for survival in the global economy.

Americans spend nine times as much money on home video games ($7.3 billion) as
do on school library materials for their children ($771.2 million), according to the AL

Source’American Library Association Press Release
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Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools
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| Another Georgia Author! |

Ted Dungagenlives in Monticello, Georgia and is currently traveling

the state promoting his new boAKyellow Watermelon. This book is
aimed at middle school students and was recently published by
NewSouth Books.

The Yellow Watermelomvas reviewed in Kirkus Reviews in Decembgr

2007. ATwel ve year ol d Ted Dill on is an in
Alabama in 1948, but his new friendships with a black boy named

Poudlum Robinson and an escaped black convict named Jake intrqduce

him to a world where greed and racism intersect. It is a finestaldll

tale of friendship between two smart, likable kibyme white, one

black. A memorable, generchse ar t ed t al e. O

You can read more abotuihe Yellow Watermelomat:
http://www.newsouthbooks.com/watermelon/aywemail1207.htm

To arrange for Ted to visit yojur school, yo
Suzanne LaRosa at 3884-3556.

Pulitzer PrizeWinning Author Presents Free Webcast on George Washington!

Join hundreds of other students in an online President's Day celebration with Pulitz&YiRnirey
Author David McCullough. Sponsored by ConSource, the February 13 webcast "George
Washington: From Commander in Chief to Chief Executive" allows students and teachers to learn
and ask questions about George Washington.

ConSource is the only free fullpdexed online library of constitutional sources, and Verizon is

proud to be one of its sponsors. In addition to the webcast you can find hundreds of resources on
George Washington through Thinkfinity. Discover how the Constitution defined the President's role
and what made Washington a good leader through these resources.

You will need to go to www.thinkfinity.org to "Current Features" to find out more information and to
register. The webcast will be from 2 PM until 3 PM on February 13th. Teacher resources are also
available on the site

Georgia Department of Education
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GLMA Leadership Retreat

Sherry Grove, Susan Grigsby, Esther

officers part of the program.

Brenneman, Rebecca Amerson and Barbara
Hallstrom during the installation of GLMA

This annual event was held in Perry at the New

and Sherry Grove discuss information important
schools and library media programs.

Perry Hotel. Rebecca Amerson, Rosalind Dennis,

to

Open House at Druid Hills High School

Kathie DisneyandBetsy Razzaecently

hosted their Exceptional Library Media Cenger
Open House and it was truly exceptional. Jhe
many visitors were given a tour of the Medi
Center (formerly a cafeteria) and the two
outstanding Media Specialists provided a
PowerPoint and discussion about their Librfry
Media program.

Marvelous job Ladies!

Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools



