
 Teen Tech Week 

Read Across America 

 

JOIN THE NATION IN A SEUSSIAN CELEBRATION! 

Read with a child on March 3, 2008. 

 

Contact the NEA for more information on how you can participate in 

ongoing Read Across America events. Visit www.nea.org/readacross or 

e-mail: readacross@nea.org 

 

Free Horton Hears a Who book for classroom teachers:  

http://www.kidthing.com/neasreadacrossamerica/  
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Media Matters 
A newsletter for people who care about  

Library Media Centers  

Teen Tech Week is a national initiative sponsored by the 

Young Adult Library Services Association and is aimed at 

teens, their parents, educators and other concerned adults. 

The purpose of the initiative is to ensure that teens are 

competent and ethical users of technologies, especially 

those that are offered through libraries such as DVDs, 

databases, audiobooks, and videogames. Teen Tech Week 

encourages teens to use libraries' nonprint resources for 

education and recreation, and to recognize that librarians are 

qualified, trusted professionals in the field of information 

technology. Teen Tech Week began in 2007 and has a 

general theme of Get Connected @ your library. The 2008 

celebration is March 2-8. 

http://www.nea.org/readacross
mailto:readacross@nea.org


 

Here are directions on how to find the new Library Media webpage on the 

Georgia Department of Education website: 

 

Start at the main page of GaDOE: 

 

http://www.gadoe.org/   or      http://www.doe.k12.ga.us 

 

From the tabs choose "Curriculumò  

 

From the drop down list choose ñCurriculum and Instructional Services"     

http://www.gadoe.org/ci_services.aspx) 

 

Scroll down the page to a large graphic on the right side of the page labeled 

"Library Media".    

 

Click on the graphic.  (http://www.gadoe.org/sia_as_library.aspx) 

 

or....bookmark the last URL above. 

 

Here you will find everything that was on the GLC site, organized slightly 

differently.  Some websites are gone and others have been added.  You will 

find the Media Matters newsletters, as well as the customizable ones, Georgia 

Read More information, copyright information, alternative forms of Media 

Specialists evaluation instruments, FAQ for Library Media Specialists, links to 

GALILEO, the New Georgia Encyclopedia, and much more. 

 

The GLC site is still available and some items are uploaded to GLC at a faster 

rate than the GaDOE site.  For the time being, you may want to check both 

webpages. 

Page 2 Media Matters 

Where Did Library Media Go? 
 

1754 Twin Towers East 

205 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive 

Atlanta, Georgia 30334 

 

Phone: 404-657-9800 

Fax: 404-656-5744 

E-mail: 

jserrite@doe.k12.ga.us 

 

We will lead the nation in 

improving student 

achievement. 

Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools  



 

NoveList and NoveList K-8 are easy to navigate, but much of the rich content, such as Picture Book 

Extenders with vocabulary, comprehension and discussion questions, and activities for each book, are 

several clicks away from the home page. In March, redesigned interfaces will bring this content closer 

to the top, in addition to bringing several new features. 

 

Some of the most significant enhancements of the new release will include: 

A single Find field where users will be able to enter the author name, title, genre or topic all at once 

Author Read-alikes, Book Discussion Guides, awards lists, etc., that will be accessible directly 

from the homepage 

Hundreds of book lists that will be available via the Recommended Reads link on the homepage 

Tabbed result lists, with content sorted by document types, to show what types of information are 

available across the entire NoveList database 

An expanded brief record display with book jackets, title summary, and links to book-related 

content, 

Author nationality, gender, cultural identity, and pseudonyms for key authors in a new author 

information field 

RSS feeds, easier persistent linking, and simplified alerts for keeping current on newly-added titles 

and content 

Weekly NoveList updates that will provide information about newly published titles every week, 

instead of once each month 

According to EBSCO, the vendor for Novelist databases, your folders will be transferred seamlessly to 

the new system; however, printing your folder contents is a good cautionary move. 

A great feature of NoveList and NoveList K-8 that will still be featured in the redesign is the 

assignment of Lexile scores to book titles, making it easy to search and sort by reading levels. Other 

GALILEO databases that use Lexile scores include SIRS Discoverer and Researcher, Kids Search, 

Student Research Center, MASUltra, and History Reference Center. 

 

 

From the redesigned NoveList K-8 home page. 
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NoveList Update Coming in March 
  Karen Minton  
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Chris Hanson's Dateline NBC investigative reports have put everyday faces on the horrors of online 

predators. And the frightening reality is they're part of a host of Internet dangers. 

 

"How many of you have heard of cyberbullying, been cyberbullied, something like that. It's pretty prevalent 

at most schools," said a student at North Gwinnett High School to a group of Lanier Middle School students 

on a recent morning. 

 

On an early morning, North Gwinnett students were training student leaders from Lanier about Internet 

safety. Both the teens and pre-teens have all taken the online mentor course at www.isafe.org and now have 

a better understanding of how to protect themselves on the Internet. 

 

Among the stories they discussed is the tragic death of Vermont 7th grader Ryan Halligan, who hanged 

himself because of cyberbullying. 

 

"Someone sent out rumors saying he was gay, and it really started taking its toll on him," said senior Mary 

Beth O'Rourke. 

 

"No one would ever think that someone would commit suicide over something someone said online," said 

another student in the group. 

 

As part of their presentation, they showed a reenactment video of a preteen who thought he had been 

chatting online with a girl, agreed to meet her, and then was picked up in a truck by a man who says he's the 

girl's father.  

 

They also told a story closer to home involving a female softball player who didn't know an innocent picture 

on her website would lead to trouble. 

 

"Well, someone went to her Myspace (page), saw a picture in her uniform, and figured out the softball 

schedule for our school and showed up at one of our games and waited for her at her car after the game," 

said senior Caitie Fair. "I'm not saying that 's going to happen to you, but it's a possiblity." 

 

The project is one that the high school students said they wanted to undertake. 

 

"They said, we need to work with the middle school kids. And through contact their student government 

and their principal and they got started," said Carla Youmans, a North Gwinnett High School media 

specialist and advisor to the group. 
 

From the WXIA website.  Carla is going to write an article for us for the next issue of Media Matters. 
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Teens Teach Pre-teens Internet Safety 

Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools  

http://www.isafe.org/


ProQuest has agreed to let Georgia educators preview two of their databases--eLibrary Science 

and CultureGrams.  You may share with your faculty and staff. 

 

GALILEO is not able to purchase these resources for the entire K-12 community at this time.  

However, you may want to consider purchasing both or one of these resources at your school or 

system level.   

 

These resources will be available and active through April 30, 2008. 

 

eLibrary Science 
Get ready to experience science in a whole new way! eLibrary Science offers laser-focused 

science content and tools along with unique video and dozens of manipulatives found in no other 

online science reference product. eLibrary Science, in partnership with premier reference 

publisher Salem Press, also includes more than 20 of Salem's high-quality, high-interest 

reference titles, plus much more. 

CultureGrams 
CultureGrams helps you and your students discover the world with concise cultural and 

statistical snapshots of every country recognized by the United Nations -- from Afghanistan to 

Zimbabwe. Local experts document the unique, intimate details of each country's customs, 

traditions and daily life. And whether it's Iraq, Canada, or Kenya, each CultureGram offers an 

equality of coverage detailing 25 different aspects of the country and its culture. Includes our 

World, Kids, States, and Provinces Edition.  

 

 

http://www.proquestk12.com/access/trials/gal.shtml 

ProQuest Database Trials 

Banned Books Article in Knowledge Quest 

This is an interesting read from one of our own media specialists!  Cheryl Youst is the Media 

Specialist at Colquitt High School!  Congratulations Cheryl! 

http://www.ala.org/ala/aasl/aaslpubsandjournals/kqweb/kqarchives/

volume36/362/362_Youse.cfm 

Georgia Department of Education 
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ALA and the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum are teaming up to promote 

season three of "Step Up to the Plate @ your library." This year, itôs a whole new 

"ball game," celebrating the 100th anniversary of the song "Take Me Out to the Ball 

Game." 

 

Librarians can visit the program Web site now at http://www.ala.org/baseball to 

register for free promotional tools to help promote the program locally. Tools include 

program logos in both English and Spanish and a toolkit that includes sample press 

materials and programming ideas. 

 

The first 100 libraries to register will receive a Jackie Robinson "History Lives" 

poster from ALA Graphics. Librarians who bring in the most entries can also win 

incentives for participation in the program. 

 

Season three of "Step up to the Plate @ your library" program will officially launch to 

the public in April with program spokesperson and Hall of Famer Ozzie Smith. 

 

This yearôs program teams up two American classics ï baseball and libraries ï to 

promote the importance of information literacy skills and increase awareness of the 

library as an essential information resource. People of all ages will be encouraged to 

visit their library and answer a series of trivia questions inspired by "Take Me Out to 

the Ball Game." Categories of questions will include ballparks, baseball in popular 

culture, fan experience and baseball pioneers. One grand-prize winner will receive a 

trip to the Hall of Fame in October 2008. 

 

The National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum is a Founding Partner in The 

Campaign for Americaôs Libraries. Other Founding Partners include Dollar General, 

the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) and 

Womanôs Day magazine. The Campaign is made possible in part by ALAôs Library 

Champions, ALAôs highest level of corporate members, who support public 

awareness and advocacy on behalf of Americaôs libraries. 

 

Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools  
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From the ALA website 

http://www.ala.org/ala/pio/campaign/sponsorship/stepup/stepup.cfm


No matter what shape... 

No matter what size... 

Step in the library... 

And give your spirit a rise! 

  

Read a Seuss book... 

Read one I say... 

                Then read another...and another... 

                And another all day. 

  

Read Seuss books... 

From morn until night. 

Go to bed late 

And get up all bright. 

  

Read them...and read them... 

And read them some more. 

And you will be happy 

As never before. 

  

Tony Pope, 2007 

  

Library Media Specialist 

McHenry Primary School 

100 McHenry Dr. 

Rome, GA  30161 
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Salute to Dr. Seuss 

It's that time again--the Fourteenth 

Annual Reading Rainbow 

Contest is underway!    

Please note that additional information is 

available on www.gpb.org/education.   

 

Deadline: March 3, 2008!  

There are still seats in the orientation sessions to the 

new GALILEO interface now available in Beta. For 

more information see: 

 

http://www.usg.edu/galileo/about/planning/projects/

upgrade/training.phtml 

 

To register to attend one of these sessions, please send 

an e-mail message to galileo.training@usg.edu indicat-

ing which session you wish to attend. 

 

Scholar Interface Orientation 

            March 26, 10:00-11:00 a.m. 

 

****K -12 Interfaces Orientation (High School, Teen, 

with Kids [elementary] to come) 

            March 25, 3:00-4:00 p.m. 

 

Library Interface (Public Library/General User) 

            March 25, 10:00-11:00 a.m. 

 

 

If you have any questions or need more information, 

please use GALILEO's Contact Us feature or contact 

OIIT Customer Services at helpdesk@usg.edu. 

 

__________________________________________ 

Karen Minton 

GALILEO Support Services 

Library Services 

Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia 

2500 Daniells Bridge Road, Building 300 

Athens, GA 30606-3539 

karen.minton@usg.edu     http://www.galileo.usg.edu 

Georgia Department of Education 
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  This scavenger hunt contest is for school Media Specialists (all grade levels). 

To download entry form and official rules:  

http://www.scholastic.com/ems/Library_Publishing/020608/images/Schol_ATB_Form_f.Finalx.pdf 
 

or to enter online, go to the School Library Journal website: 
www.schoollibraryjournal.com/info/CA6498110.html 

Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools  
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Just for fun! 

Aoccdrnig to a rscheearch at an Elingsh uinervtisy, it deosn't mttaer in waht 

oredr the ltteers in a wrod are, the olny iprmoetnt tihng is taht frist and lsat 

ltteer is at the rghit pclae.  The rset can be a toatl mses and you can sitll 

raed it wouthit porbelm.  Tihs is bcuseae we do not raed ervey lteter by 

itslef but the wrod as a wlohe.  

Take a look at Jackie Kinneyôs Media Center webpage for Simonton Elementary (Gwinnett 

County) and prepare to be dazzled!   

http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/SimontonES/MediaCenter/index.html 

 

 

Wow! Look at Calhoun Middle Schoolôs Library Media page at: http://

www.calhounschools.org/middleschool/Home/MediaCenter/tabid/297/Default.aspx 

Deidra Ross has created a wonderful resource for her students. 

 

 

Portal Middle/Highôs website is worth a million bucks!  Check out 

what Tracey Perryman-Sikes has developed for Portalôs students: 

http://www.bulloch.k12.ga.us/phs/mediacenter/pmhsmediawebsite/

default.htm 

 

 

Georgia Department of Education 

Check out these Georgia 
Library Media Center WebPages! 

 
Want to add pizzazz and information to your current  

webpage?  Check out these outstanding pages  

for ideas and inspiration. 
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The Georgia Department of Transportation is creating an online game for 8th graders to be 

used at the end of their Georgia Studies class.   The URL for the game will be sent out in the 

near future. 
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Kathy plays an online 

game from the DOT 

Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools  

February 14th 

was Library 

Legislative Day 

at the Capitol.  

Many librarians 

and media 

specialists 

attended to speak 

with the 

lawmakers. 


