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160-4-4-1 0 LEARNING RESOURCES SELECTION AND RECOMMENDATION.

(1) DEFINITIONS .

(a) Agreement - the document that states a publisher is in compliance with certain
specifications and conditions .

(b) Georgia Learning Resources Guide (state guide) - those learning resources that
have been state-recommended.

(c) Learning Resources - systematically-designed learning resources in any medium ,
print or non-print , that constitute principal source of study for or directly enhance the
instruction of a state-funded course . Learning resources include textbooks , software , on-
line materials and programs and specialized formats , i . e ., Braille, audio , digital , large-
print or other versions . Instructional resources shall also include any materials previously
defined by the State Board as "textbook/instructional mate rials ." The Board does not
intend any change in this rule to have any effect on current or past textbook contracts .

(d) Learning Resources recommendation cycle and process (recommendation
cycle) - the period of time when state recommendation takes place for each program area
in all state-funded courses as specified in Rule 160-4-2- .03 List of State-Funded K-8
Subjects and 9-12 Courses. In each year of the cycle, state recommendation activities and
events take place for a different group of state-funded courses which results in state
recommendation and a state guide . These activities and events are contingent upon
budget funding .

(e) State Learning Resources Adv isory Committee (state committee) - individuals
recommended by the State Board of Education and the state superintendent of schools
and approved by the State Board of Education to examine learning resources and to make
recommendations .

(f) State Learning Resources Recommendation (state recommendation) - the
action, taken by the State Board of Education on recommendations from the state
committee, that identifies those learning resources that are recommended to local school
systems .

(2) REQUIREMENTS FOR LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEMS.

(a) Each local school system shall update annually and have on file in the
superintendent's office an implementation plan for the adoption of learning resources
which is based upon but not limited to the most recent state recommendation for the
given subject area(s) .

(3) MIN IMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR PUBLISHERS.
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(a) Publishers shall adhere to the terms and conditions set forth in the current year's
Georgia Learning Resources Recommendation Agreement .

(b) Publishers shall annually submit required forms to the Department by
established deadlines . These forms are available from the Department .

(c) Publishers shall deliver learning resources submi tted for review and possible
recommendation to specific evaluation sites on dates set by the Depa rtment .

(d) Publishers shall guarantee that any non-consumable student learning resource or any
electronic medium submitted for recommendation shall withstand normal use during the
specified recommendation cycle and shall also agree to replace immediately , at no cost to
the orde ring school system, any such items that do not stand up to normal use.

(e) Publishers shall guarantee the timely delivery of learning resources to school
systems .

(f) Publishers shall sell learning resources to local systems at the lowest price offered to
any state or school district in the United States during the pe riod of the recommendation.
Publishers shall also guarantee that prices submitted as part of the agreement shall be the
fixed maximum costs for those materials over the period of the recommendation
agreement . Publishers shall automatically reduce the price of said learning resources to
the State Board of Education and/or any Georgia school system to the extent that
reductions are made elsewhere in the United States .

(g) Publishers shall furnish to each local school system purchasing the recommended
learning resources those items that are free of charge , such as one teacher 's edition for
each teacher using classroom sets of the recommended ordered learning resources . If a
publisher makes any additional learning resources available at no charge to one school
system, it shall make the same learn ing resources available at no charge to all other
school systems purchasing the recommended learning resources .

(h) Publishers , publishing agents or any group or individual with a vested interest
in the learning resources being evaluated are prohibited from contacting a state
committee member for the purpose of influencing the evaluation of learning resources by
the committee . In the event that such contact is identified , the state committee is
authorized to present a recommendation to the State Board of Education that may result
in the removal of submitted learning resources of the publisher from recommendation
consideration .

(i) Appeals regarding decisions made by the Learning Resources Advisory Committee
or the Georgia Department of Education shall be made in writing to the state
superintendent of schools within 10 working days of the date of written notification to the
publisher of the committee's recommendations . The appeal shall specify the decision
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being appealed. The state superintendent shall submit the appeal for resolution to the
State Board of Education .

1 . Prior to making its decision , the State Board of Education may either require
submission of additional information from the Learning Resources Adviso ry Committee
or the party submitting the appeal , or it may require reconsideration of the
recommendation(s) by the Learning Resources Adviso ry Committee .

(j) Any publisher desi ring to request a waiver of any requirement shall follow
procedures established in Rule 160-1-3- .02 Suspension of Rules and Laws (Waiver) .

Authority O . C . G .A § 20-2-133 ; 20-2-168(b) ; 20-2-1010 ; 20-2-1011 ; 20-2-1012 ; 20-
2-1013 ; 20-2-1014; 20-2-1015 .
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